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EXDIS 

E.O. 1 1652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PPOR, PINT, UK, El, US 

SUBJECT: NORTHERN IRELAND OPFICE POSITION 

REF: A) CROWLEY/LILLIS MEMCON OP JULY 14; 

B) NIMITZ/PERRIS MEMCON OP JULY 19; 

C) LONDON 9787 (NOTAL) 

1 . REPS A AND B REPER, INTER ALIA, TO THE BELIEF THAT 
THERE IS A DIPPERENCE BETWEEN ECO AND THE NORTHERN 
IRELAND OFPICE (NIO) ON THE QUESTION OP ECONOMIC ASSIS- 
TANCE. WE HAVE SEEN NO RPT NO EVIDENCE OP ANY DIVERGENCE 
WITHIN HMG ON THIS QUESTION; INDEED WE HAVE RECEIVED A 
SPECIPIC STATEMENT PROM A SENIOR NIO OPFICIAL-UNDER 
SECRETARY JOHN BOURN-THAT NIO DOES NOT BELIEVE SUCH A 
SCHEME WOULD BE WORKABLE (REF C). 

2. ON TWO SUBSEQUENT OCCASIONS-AN INPORMAL LUNCHEON 
AND A PAREWELL CALL ON BOURN. WHO HAS MOVED TO DEPENSE 
MINISTRY-EMBOFP RAISED THE POSSIBILITY OP INTERNAL HMG 
DIPFERENCES WITH BOURN, NOTING THAT FERRIS PRINCIPALS 
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HAD REASON (UNSPECIPIED) TO RELIEVE THAT NIO WAS 
ACTUALLY RECEPTIVE TO THE PROPOSAL, BUT THAT NEGATIVE 
ECO VIEW HAD PREVAILED. ON BOTH OCCASIONS BOURN. WHOM 
WE HAVE POUND CANDID AND ACCURATE IN DESCRIBING HMG 
VIEWS OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS, ASSURED EMBOFP THAT THERE 
WAS NO DIPFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO DEPARTMENTS ON THE 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE QUESTION. 
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3. WE ARE INCLINED TO GIVE GREATER WEIGHT TO BOURN'S 
ASSURANCES THAN TO HEARSAY EVIDENCE MENTIONED IN REES 
A AND B, AND BELIEVE DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO CLARIEY THIS 
POINT WITH PERRIS'S PRINCIPALS. 
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